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ANNUAL REPORTS 


OF THE 


SELECTMEN, TREASURER, 


SUPERINTEN DING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 
TOWN OF MERRIMACK, 


For the Year Ending March ist, 1878. 


New "Hampelih 
STATE LIBR ARY, 


NOV 5 1897 
NO... 
NASHUA: 


MOORE & LANGLEY, BOOK AND JOB PRINTERS. 
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SELECTMENS’ REPORT. 


0 DP 


Report of the Financial Transactions of the Town of Mer- 
rimack, for the year ending March 1st, 1873.: 
Whole amount of assessment chargeable to the Town Treasurer, 


including State, County, Town, Schools and School House Taxes? 
is $6,231 11. 


HIGHWAYS AND BRIDGES. 


Paid George W. Moulton, $4 00 
A. McC. Wilkins, 16 79 
William E. Brown, 11 51 
Alfred A. Woodward, | 28 04 
Dennis Sullivan, 9 00 
Zacheus,G. Perry, 17 39 
J. H. Coburn, culvert, 74 60 
Pennichuck Bridge near Mr. Cunning- 

ham’s, 108 39 
Anson 8. Longa, Turkey Hill Bridge, 14 00 
Anson §. Longa, highways, 14 00 
James Hutchinscn, “ 6 66 
John McGilvrey, “ 5 00 
R. P. Hills, “ 23 20° 
Wm. H. Patterson, “ =. 5 67 
Josiah Severns, $c 3 23 
George F. Spalding, repairing bridges 
on Pennichuck Brook, 55 15 
James Longa, Turkey Hill Bridge, 15 50 
James Longa, highways, 18 00 


Eri K, Woods, plank, | 1] 83 
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Paid E. P. Parkhurst, Turkey Hill Bridge, $14 70 


Artemas Knights, highways, 19 58 
‘Brown and Center, plank, 84 70 
John L. Reed, highways and breaking 
roads, 20 66 
J. L. Bowers, highways, 2 07 
Corwin J. Parker, breaking roads, i 4 60 
A. 8. Longa, 8 04 
H. W. Green, “ “ 17 48 
C. Goodwin, « se 216 
C. Clement, highways and Turkey Hill 
Bridge, 12 10 
James Hutchinson, breaking roads, 10 27 
Wm. McQuesten, “ 8 02 
Geo. Drew, < s 14 12 
A. Knights, ° . 3 25 
A. A. Woodward, = ‘ 41 63 
Jos. Kittredge, s a 20 50 
Wm. E. Brown, ‘ «“ 42 23 
Rufus Blood, highways and breaking 
roads, 28 49 
Walter Reed, breaking roads, _ 1944 
Seth P. Mitchell, breaking roads, 2 40 
Isaiah Herrick, « 56 90 
D. Davis, “ a 7 65 
Amasa Estey, a ie 37 63 
Amasa Estey, highways, o7 44 
A. Knights, breaking roads, 4 00 
Thomas Parker, Turkey Hill Bridge, 5 00 
Matt Sullivan, work on culvert, 3 00 
S. Simens, breaking roads, 3 00 
S. Simons. cutting bushes, 5 00 
Henry A. Lawrence, breaking roads, 10 20 
David T. Jones, plank for Turkey Hill 
Bridge, 35 77 
John L. Spalding, breaking roads, 13 64 
K, A. Hill, cutting bushes, 4 00 
R. P. Hill, breaking road, 26 91 
— $1,083 59 


SCHOOL-HOUSE TAX. 


Paid David Stevens, school-house tax district 


No. 10, $75 37 


5 
POOR. 


Paid board Mary Shedd at Reform Schoo! 


in full, $44 86 
M. B. MecConihe, transient travellers, 5 58 
NEW TOWN HOUSE. 

Paid Francis A. Chamberlin, $4,980 70 
for stoves, stove pipe, fixtures, eaves gut- 

ters, etc., 101 14 

Settees for hall, 273 75 

M. Houghton, for table, 9 50 

Plan and specification, 37 00 

Lamp fixtures, | 6+ 81 

Insurance on town house, 120 00 


eet 


INCIDENTAL EXPENSES. 


Paid JohnL. Spalding, damage on carriages, 

Wm. T. Parker, investigating the rob- 
bery case, 

Thomas Parker, stationery, 

John Barnes, building fence around 
town house lot, 

Nashua Telegraph, reports, 

Stone post, labor, deeds, etc., relating to 
the town house lot, 

M. B. McConihe, use of hall, 

George Y. Sawver & C©o., council, 

John Barnes, labor on burying ground 
No. 3, 

KE. P. Parkhurst, lumber for town house 
lot, 

Amos’ 8. Longa, labor on old burying 
ground, 

John French, sheep killed by dogs, 

Francis A. Chamberlin, interest, 

E. P. Parkhurst, stone work at town 
house, 

William T. Parker, car fare and services 
in furnishing town house, 

F. A. Gordon, advertising for proposals, 
J. B. Clark, 


$3 00 


— 98 40 


11 79 


13 93 
25 50 


48 77 
1 00 
95: 00 
10 00 
25 76 
74 00 
D 00 
» 00 
9 00 
18 92 


9 50 


$50 44 


$5,182 90 
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Paid F. A. Gordon, grading town house lot, $9 50 


« « surveyor ($1 50), auditor 
($1 50), 1872, 3 00 
Leonard Walker, 12 guideboards, - 15 00 
S. C. Anderson, cask spikes, 7 50 
Amasa Estey, sheep killed by dogs, 15 00 


Thomas Parker, cash paid for car fare, 
materials for. town house, stationery, 


stamps, etc. 18 00 
Penj. Ela, wood for town house, 5 50 
George EF, Spalding, stationery, postage, 


etc., 5 12 


TOWN OFFICERS. 


Paid Thomas Parker, Selectman, $95 00 
Wim. McQuesten, Selectman, 50 00 
George F. Spalding, Selectman, 70 00 
M. P. Nichols, Town Treasurer, 40 00 

é ot Supt. School Committee, 60 00 

Benj. Ela, Town Clerk, 25 00 

- George Drew, Collector of Taxes, 80 00 

Wn. T. Parker, Building Comme 40 00 

E. P. Parkhurst, f 10 50 

¥. A. Gordon, 66 “6 12 50 
ABATEMENTS. 

Nelson H. Brown, list of 1870, $13 03 


George Drew, Pennichuek Water Co., 1871, 22 30 


George F’. Spalding, school house No. 4, 1871, Lede 


John Kennard, 6 12 

George Drew, list of 1871, 45 00 

« 1872, 44 27 

RECAPITULATION. 

Roads and bridges, $1,083 59 

Poor, 50 44 

School house, 75 87 
Abatements, 132 43. 


Town Officers, . 483 00 


$462 79 


$483 00 


$132 43 


Incidentals, $463 19 
New town house and fixtures, 5,182 90 


$7,470 92 
All of which is respectfully submitted. 


WM. McQUESTEN, 


THOMAS PARKER, Selectmen 
GEORGE F. SPALDIN a 


of 
Merrimack. 


We have examined the foregving account of the Selectmen for 
the year ending March Ist, 1875, and find it correct. 


JOHN WHEELER, turer 
FRANCIS A. GORDON, } nie ec 


Merrimack, March ist, 1873. 


TREASURER’S REPORT. 


Your Treasurer’s report of all his Receipts and Disbursements 
of the money which has passed through his hands for the current 
year of 1872, and also the financial standing of the town March Ist, 
1873, is as follows : 


CASH RECEIPTs. 


Balance in the treasury March Ist, 1872, $197 77 
George Drew, balance tax list for 1871, 2,186 29 
George Drew, on his tax list for 1872, 4.297 77: 
State a Teaantey, Proportion Savings Bank tax, 1,578 45 
jaa! 48 _ Railroad tax, 1 Bod 
« « “ Literary Fund, 100 10 

«“ « in part, for reimbursement 
municipal war expenditures, 91 67 
State Treasurer, one year’s interest on State 
bonds, 444 00 
Robert McGaw, as per town note, 1,000 00 
Amos Harris, “ “« ites 1,000 00 
Manchester National Bank, as per town note, 500 00 
Received of the county by Thomas Parker, 5 58 

New Hampshire State bonds sold (par value 
$7400) 7,326 00 

Nelson H. Brown, balance due on tax list for 
1870, 216 99 
Interest on the above list, 40 83 


Dayid Barnes, in part for hearse, 12 00 
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Thomas Parker, for bridge plank sold, $10 20 
oc « for use of Town House, 10 00 
——-——_ $20,241 16 
——-—— _—- ™ 


CASH PAYMENTS. 


Orders drawn for current year ending March 


1, 1871, $3 00 
Orders drawn for current year ending March 

1, 1872, 293 02 
Orders drawn for current year ending March 

1, 1873, 7,248 60 
Merrimack River Savings Bank, interest on 

town note and part principal, 7,244 26 
State ‘Treasurer, State tax, 1872, 1,266 00 
County Treasurer, County tax, 1872, ~ 728 60 
School-house tax in District No. 4, 600 00 


Agents for the several school districts, 1872, 1,543 47 
Balance due School District No. 7, for 1871, 14 95 


Mrs. Eliza Wilson, interest on note, 86 00 
Manchester National Bank, note and interest, 
paid. in full, 508 17 
Balance in the treasury, March 1, 1873, 685 09 
| ——— $20,241 16 
LIABILITIES. 
Balance note due Merrimack River Savings 

Bank, $1,130 88 
Note due Mrs. Eliza Wilson, dated March 

18th, 1870, and balance interest, 637 63 
Note due Chas. E. Grater, dated April 1st, 

1871, ($801 79) and interest, 896 61 
Note due Geo. Boyson, dated Nov. 9th, 1866, . 

($1000 00) and balance interest, 1,348 54 
Note due Lydia A. Rogers, dated Nov. 15th, 

1872, ($425 41) and interest, 432 92 
Note due heirs of It. MeGaw, dated Aug. 13tk, 

1872, (1000 00) and interest, 1,038 50 
Note due Amos Harris, dated Sept. 20th, 

1872, ($1000 00) and interest, 1.031 30 
Balance due school Dist. No. 6, for 1872, 65 58 
Outstanding order drawn in 1868, 5 80 

“ “ <4 <3 1870, 6 80 


Outstanding orders drawn onthe treasury for 
the current year ending March Ist, 1878, 222 32 
—— $6,816 83 


ASSETS 


Cash in the treasury March Ist, 1773, $685 09 

Due from George Drew, collector for 1872, 1,933 34 
Due from James B. Greeley, balance note 

. and interest, 192 40 

Balance against the town March Ist,1872, 4,006 00 

: $6,816 83 


MATTHEW P. NICHOLS, 


Town Treasurer. 


We have examined the foregoing account of the treasurer of 
the town of Merrimack for the current year ending March 1, 1873, 
and find it correctly cast and properly vouched for. 


JOAN WHEELER, 
FRANCIS A. GORDON, 


Merrimack, March 1, 1878. 


' Auditors. 


* 
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SCHOOL COMMITTEE'S REPORT. 


en a a Pt 


REPORT BY DISTRICTS. 


DISTRICT NO. 1. 


Agent, John L. Reed. 
Teacher, Miss Sarah E. Lawrence. 


This school has been under the charge of the same teacher 
during the year. It has been very small, but having been under 
_ thorough instruction, appeared well at each of the visits made. 
At the examination of the winter term the answers were prompt 
and distinct, and the scholars seemed to understand well what 
they had been over. 


DISTRICT NO. 2. 


Agent, Harrison F. Green. 
Teacher, Miss Delia E. Hutchinson. 


This school also has been under the instruction of the same 
teacher both terms. At the close of the summer term the appear- 
ance of the school and the manner in which it seemed to have 
been conducted were highly satisfactory. ‘The winter term appar- 
ently was no less successful. 


DISTRICT NO. 3. 


Agent, Henry B. Harris. 
Teacher, Miss Addie E, Shedd. 


Under the care of one whose praise has been in every school 
report for many years, wherever she has taught, there has been 
awakened in this school anew interest. Untiring energy has 
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characterized the teacher’s efforts all the way through the many 
weeks of school during the year. One chief object has been to 
develop mind by teaching the scholars to think for themselves. 
They have been taught not only how to do an example, but also 
the reasons wh y it should be done so. Many school days are nearly 
lost to scholars for want of a better instruction in the habit of 
thinking and réasoning for themselves. 

In regard to progress, if any classes have excelled all others, 
they are probably the grammar class and that in mental arithme- 
tic, but while these have made unusual progress all classes have 
done well. Admirable improvement also has been made in their 
vocal powers, those whose voices at the commencement of the 
year were scarcely audible can now be clearly and distinctly ° 
heard, 


DISTRICT NO. 4. 


Agents, Amasa Estey, Oliver Green. 
Teacher, summer term, Miss Fannie F. Osgood, : 


There was made to the summer term but one visit. At the 
commencement of the school the committee fully anticipated a 
prosperous term, and though unable to be present at the close, 
have no doubt fair progress was made. 


Teacher, winter term, Miss Dottie D. Hooper. 


This term was visited at its commencement and close. It was 
unusually long, owing to there being but one term for fall and 
winter. 

It appeared at the commencement to be under the care of a 
thorough and capable teacher, and the hopes then indulged, in 
reference to the highest prosperity of the school, were not disap- 
pointed. : 


DISTRICT NO. 5. 


Agent, Charles Lougee. 

Teacher, summer term, Miss Kittie E. Bowers. 

This was the teacher’s first experience. The school was visited 
near its commencement when the scholars were found quiet and 
orderly. From the appearance of the school during this visit a 
fair progress was expected, and we presume there was, though we 
were unable to be present at the closing examination. 

Teacher, winter term, Miss Sarah E. Lawrence. 

This term has been under the instruction of a faithful and ex- 

erienced teacher, and as she reports that “ every scholar has man- 


ifested a deep interest in his books and in his school,” of coursea’ - 
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good advancement would be expected. From the appearance of 
the school at the two visits made, the committee are happy to say 
that such expectations were fully met. 


DISTRICT NO. 6. 
Agent, A. B. Woodward. 


Teacher, summer term, Miss Nellie M. Woods. 


No little courage is required one to undertake, as their first ex- 
perience, a school of this character, where there are so many large 
and well-advanced scholars. It affords the committee great pleas- 
ure to be able to state, that notwithstanding the youthfulness and 
inexperience of the teacher, her efforts were successful. Credit 
_ also is due to the scholars for the respect shown to their teacher 
and for their endeavors to lighten her duties. , 


Teacher, winter term, William Cross. 


This term being still in session we are unable to report it. 
Judging from the character of its teacher and from such facts as 
we now have relative to it we cherish no fears for its welfare. 


DISTRICT NO. 7. 


Agent, Eugene Hutchinson. 

Teacher, Miss Rebecca L. George. 

No change of teachers has been made during the year, and the . 
school has done remarkably well. A larger number of scholars 
were present at the winter term than in any other school. This 
necessarily increased the labours of the teacher. Although this 
was her first attempt in teaching, the manner in which she _ per- 
formed her duties, not only in th's, but also in the summer term, is 
deserving of the highest praise. 


DISTRICT NO. 8. 


Agent, Thomas O’Connor. | 
Teacher, Miss Mary C. O’Connor. 


This school, without doubt, has made gocd advancement. It 
has had the good fortune to be conducted by the same teacher as | 
last year. If, when a good teacher has once been engaged, her 
services could be retained from year to year,.it would be of great 
advantage to scholars. jayte 


| DISTRICT NO. 9. 
Agent, Frank P. Jones. 
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Teacher, summer term, Miss Mattie B. Stevens. 
Teacher, winter term, Miss Mary C. Bartlett. 


During the last few years there has been a decided change for 
the better in this school. The pupils have become more regular 
and punctual in their attendance, are better classified, and have a 
more studious habit developed. Those who have had charge of 
the school during the year now reported have contributed their 
share to this improvement. Miss Stevens had that rare gift of 
the teacher, a readiness in receiving and imparting information, 
while Miss Bartlett, by her promptness in securing obedience and 
her well selected methods of instruction, brought the school well 
forward and fitly closed the work of the year. 


‘DISTRICT NO. 10. 


Agent, Eri K. Woods. 
Teacher, Miss A. M. Campbell. 


Though this was the first attempt at teaching, the fact that the 
teacher was employed during the year, is evidence that her ser- 
vices were approved. Both terms were longer than usual by rea- 
son of the teacher boarding around. The scholars, as usual, have 
done well, showing due respect to their teacher.and renderin 
prompt obedience to her rules. The interest of the school the 
latter part of the winter term was increased by the addition of 
several of the larger scholars from District No. 2. It would be 
well if this interchange of scholars between several of our school 
districts was practiced more. . 

A tardy act of justice has been done to the school-house. The © 
house has been so repaired that itis now very comfortable. The 
scholars seem to appreciate it, and, as the register reports, haye 
tried thus far to avoid doing it any injury. 


DISTRICT NO. 11. 


Agent, John L. Bowers. 
Teacher, summer term, Miss Lizzie D. Bowers. 
Teacher, winter term, Miss Mary A. Bowers. 


No other schoolin town is privileged with so many weeks’ school- 
ing as this. Besides the twenty weeks’ district school proper, 
there has been a private school of nearly as many more at the ex- 
pense of the Prudential Committee, who has also furnished the fuel 
for the year gratuitously. ‘The experience and reputation of the 
teachers are sufficient to insure their success. 
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DISTRICT NO. 12. 


Agent, W. W. Bailey. 
Teacher, Miss Carrie F. Danforth. 


The shortness of both terms has been a great hindrance to the 
advancement of the scholars. One can hardly look for much im- 
provement when vacations are to school days as four is to one. In 
spite though of such adverse circumstances the school appeared 
well at the visits made. ‘The teacher seemed to have labored dili- 
gently to make the best possible use of the time allotted her, and 
-appeared to have been ably seconded by her scholars. The fact 
of her being retained for the winter term, as also the one of there 
being three or four weeks of private school after that term, seem 
to show that her efforts were appreciated. 


The foregoing report will show the standing of our schools as 
well as we are able to from our acquaintance with them and from 
the information received relative to their progress during the 
year, by those who visited them in ourstead. We regret that by 
reason of ill-health we have been able to give them so little per- 
sonal attention. And it is here justly due from your Committee 
‘to acknowledge, as he most cheerfully does, his indebtedness to 
Edward F. Dole, Esq., for his kindness in so frequently visiting 
schools in his behalf, as also in reporting Districts Nos. 8 and 12. 

Acknowledgement is also due to Rav. Mr. Hubbard for his su- 
pervision of the school in District No. 9, and for his report of the 
same. - : 

Hoping the schools will soon pass into other and better hands 
and wishing them the greatest prosperity for the future, the above 
is respectfully submitted. 


MATTHEW P. NICHOLS, 
° : School Committee. 
Merrimack, March 1, 18738. 
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